A2

GVNEWS.COM

Ride of Silence returns — with healing
lfyougo

By Mary Glen Hatcher
mhatcher@gvnews.com

Cyclists from around
Southern Arizona are invit-
ed to participate in the 18th
local observance of Green
Valley’s Ride of Silence on
Wednesday, May 17.

Held on the third
Wednesday in May, which
is also National Bike
Month, the ride aims to
raise the awareness of
motorists, police and city
officials that cyclists have
a legal right to the public
roadways, and is also a
chance to honor the lives
of cyclists who have been
killed or injured.

In 2003, Chris Phelan
organized the first Ride
of Silence in Dallas after
his friend and endurance
cyclist Larry Schwartz died
after he was hit by the
mirror of a passing school
bus.

A few years later,
the Santa Cruz Bicycle
Advocate Committee,
under the leadership of
Chuck Hill, brought the
Ride of Silence to the
Green Valley area for the
first time to honor local cy-
clist Fred Hettig, who lost
his life while cycling on
Old Nogales Highway.

Since then, the event
has grown to more than
220 locations worldwide,
across 12 countries and
four continents.

The free ride invites
cyclists of all ages to ride
no faster than 12 mph,
wear helmets and follow
the rules of the road while
remaining silent.

Chuck Hill, longtime
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online at scvbac.org.

organizer of Green Valley’s
ride, has plans to sign off
on his leadership role this
year, but said paying trib-
ute to cyclists who have
lost their lives each year
will continue to play an
important part in his life.

“One of the ride’s goals is
to illustrate to others that,
hey, bicycles are here and
we need and want to share
the road with vehicles.I
believe in that mission,
and that’s why I have con-
tinued to organize it for so
many years,” Hill said.

“Us cyclists, we aren’t
going away, and in fact,
we’ve probably grown in
numbers as a result of the
pandemic. So, this is just
really an important way
of increasing our visibility,
and a great opportunity to
recognize and remember
those cyclists who have

Many people wait to move
to assisted living until it’s
a necessity, when moving
sooner makes a lot of sense.

Make friends, enjoy life

‘With so much to do, and so
many people to meet, you’ll
never feel alone. In an active
assisted living environment,
you’ll find others who share
your interests, with back-
ground stories much like
yours. Whether you enjoy
walking, dancing, playing
cards, crafting — you name
it! — you’ll meet folks who
enjoy them, too.

Increase your safety
If you or your loved one
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Consider assisted living

sooner rather than later

Ride begins at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, May 17.
Lite refreshments will be available at 5:30 p.m.
The ride route will start and end at GVR East
Center (7 S. Abrego Drive). Helmets are required

Riders will follow a 7-mile loop from the GVR
East Center, down Esperanza Boulevard to La
Canada Drive, Duval Mine Road and Nogales

Route support and cyclist escort assistance

will be provided by the Pima County Sheriff's
Department, the Green Valley Sheriff's Auxiliary
Volunteers and the Green Valley Fire District.

For more information on the international Ride
of Silence event go to rideofsilence.org or visit the
Santa Cruz Valley Bicycle Advocate Committee

To view a video of the 2022 Ride of Silence in
Green Valley, visit bit.ly/GVRide2022.

If you want to learn more about bicycle laws in
your own state, visit 3feetplease.org.

been killed or injured on
roadways, because even
in our community, we’ve
had some tragedies of our
own,” he said.

‘A HEALING PROCESS’

For Gilbert resident
David Waechter, who fre-
quents Green Valley’s Ride
of Silence, this year’s ride
will hold a special mean-
ing.

Wednesday’s event
marks nine years to the
day that a close friend
and cycling partner, Lynn
Hartline, died during a
fundraising ride near
Sedona in 2014.

According to news re-
ports, Hartline, Waechter
and his 16-year-old
daughter were struck by a
vehicle when a van driver
attempted to pass the cy-
clists on a two-lane road

Tom and Monica Parker photo

Cyclists head out on Esperanza Boulevard for Green Valley's Ride of Silence on May 18, 2022.

and collided with them,
throwing all three from
their bikes.

Though Waechter and
his daughter survived,
sustaining permanent in-
juries, Hartline, 48, passed
away hours later at a
Flagstaff hospital.

Hartline, a mother to
three and former director
at a suicide prevention
center, was deeply devoted
to caring for and helping
the children in her life.
She was known for hand-
ing out over a thousand
stuffed animals to kids
when they were stressed,
“even off the back of our
tandem,” Waechter said.

Days before her death,
she met and held her first
granddaughter, and was
eager to devote even more
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Advice from local experts
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live alone, you’re probably
concerned about falling or
becoming ill without anyone
there to help. In assisted liv-
ing, you’ll have many eyes
and ears looking out for you.
Even something as simple as
medication reminders make a

Tiffany Ford
The Villas at
Green Valley
Assisted Living &
Memory Care

huge difference in safety and
wellness.

Ease stressand
focus on health

As we age, household
chores become harder to do,
or take longer to finish, rob-
bing you of time you could
be enjoying life. With meals

prepared for you, you’ll have a
healthy, varied diet without the
hassle of planning and cooking
every meal, with no cleanup!

Enjoy family timemore

No longer having to rely
on family for help, family
time can be spent enjoying
each other’s company. People
often find renewed energy
and light in their lives once
they move into an assisted
living residence.

For more information on
assisted living or a tour of
The Villas at Green Valley -
where you’ll live in a million-
dollar home in a lush, secure
neighborhood - contact
Tiffany at 520-471-7147.

time to her family and
friends once she got back
from her cycling trip.

“I'm not the same.I
mean, I don’t think I'll ever
be. You don’t get to hold
your friend’s hand while
she dies and think you’ll
ever completely recover,”
Waechter said.

“I still cycle because I
like to, but there are hon-
estly days where I get on
my bike and I realize I'm
doing it by myself, not
with my friend, and some
days that’s a pretty pow-
erful reminder. I imagine
that’s the same for any-
body who lost someone in
an accident.”

But just knowing there
are “good people out
there,” and finding ma-
ny examples of that in

Advertising and
circulation
deadlines

will be
advanced

‘x

the cycling community,
Waechter said, has made
it a little easier to get back
on the bike on the tougher
days.

“What I think a lot of
people don’t fully appreci-
ate is when they show up
to something like the Ride
of Silence is that there is at
least one person, if not ma-
ny, who have gone through
the same kind of tragedy,”
he said.

“So, when you’re sitting
in that parking lot, when
you're waiting for the ride
to start, and you see a
bunch of people just pour-
ing in, you just feel better.
There’s really a healing
process that takes place
during these rides.”
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The offices of the

Green Valley News &
Sahuarita Sun will
be CLOSED on
Monday, May 29th
in observance of
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For the Sunday, May 28 issue:

DISPLAY ADVERTISING DEADLINE is
Tuesday, May 23 at 5 pm
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DEADLINE is
Thursday, May 25 at 11 am

CHANGES TO YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

(STARTS, STOPS AND ADDRESS CHANGES)
DEADLINE is Thursday, May 25 at 5 pm

For the Wednesday, May 31 issues:

DISPLAY ADVERTISING DEADLINE is
Wednesday, May 24 at 10 am
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DEADLINE is
Friday, May 26 at 11 am

CHANGES TO YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

(STARTS, STOPS AND ADDRESS CHANGES)

DEADLINE is Friday, May 26 at 5 pm
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3-FEET PLEASE

Frustrated and search-
ing for answers after the
tragedy, Waechter chan-
neled a lot of his emotions
into researching safe pass-
ing laws in the state, which
led him to his current
work with 3 Feet Please.

“Safe passing”or “3-feet”
laws seek to ensure that,
when passing bicycles,
motor vehicles allow ade-
quate space to avoid side-
swiping bicyclists or caus-
ing them to overcorrect to
avoid a vehicle.

Arizona currently has IVI 0 A A aW a rd S
a safe passing law which

defines the safe passing

distance as“not less than S C h O I a rs h i S
three feet. David Waechter photo p

MOAA Green Valley photo
Nogales High School student Christopher
Pena, Sahuarita High School student Shayla Blair and
Walden Grove High School student Brandon Palmer.

But these laws arew’t — payig \waechter and Lynn Hartline at a bike ride across lowa in 2013. Lynn died in )
universal, and can vary acrashin 2014. By Green Valley News cadets received schol-
widely from state-to-state. arships: Sahuarita High
Even states that do have make streets safer for both what we’re focused on,” just vehicles.” The Green Valley School student Shayla
safe passing laws on the drivers and cyclists,and to  Waechter said. On Wednesday evening, Chapter of the Military Blair and Brandon
books often lack the en- help spare families from “Beyond that, we need Chuck Hill said he’s hoping Officers Association of Palmer from Walden
forcement or education the pain of losing aloved  drivers to exercise caution everyone will be focused America held its annual ~ Grove High School.
necessary to really make one too soon. and care when they pass on that, too. scholarship dinner May 9 Cadet Christopher
them impactful, Waechter “From a vehicle per- us. Every cyclist out there “All we can hope for at the Grill on the Green. Pena from the Nogales
says. spective, just stopping the  has people who love and really is some good MOAA awarded three  High School Air Force

With his work at 3 Feet  distracted driving and care about them and weather, a safe ride and scholarships for $2,500 to JROTC program also re-
Please, Waechter said he simply slowing down, I they deserve the extra for people to show up and local JROTC students for  ceived a scholarship.
hopes to be a source of ed- think, would do so much few seconds it takes to be  notice us, to really see us outstanding leadership, For more information
ucation and information good for all of us. From a passed in a safe manner. and respect us.” community involvement on how to contribute to
that can help local cyclists  cyclist’s perspective, we Despite what many people and contributions to the local MOAA chapter’s
to learn about the laws need to follow the law and  believe, the roads legally Mary Glen Hatcher their units. scholarship program, vis-
in their community, to we need to be seen,that’s  belong to all of us — not 520-547-9740 Two Naval JROTC it greenvalleymoaa.org.
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AMERICA’S BEST
SELLING TRUCKS

Hurry in for These
Great Memorial Select New 2023 Ford F-150 Pickups

Al $5000 OFF MSRP!

($5,000 Dealer Discount)

JimClickFordGreenValley.com

520-320-4603 (6,

1030 W Duval Rd, - Green Valley, AZ 85614

JIM CLICK Select New 2022 Ford Explorers Select New 2022 Ford Escapes

SAHUARITA-GREEN VALLEY ($4,000 Dealer Discount + $1,000 Bonus Cash) ($4,500 Dealer Discount - $500 Bonus Cash)

v 35,000 OFF MSRP!

|

5 each at this offer. Select New 2023 Ford F-150 Event Priced $5,000 off MSRP is MSRP less $5,000 Dealer discount with no eligibility restrictions. Ford Retail Customer Cash is not
FoD J¢ compatible with any Special Manufacturer APR/Rate incentives.Select New 2022 Ford Escape $5,000 off MSRP is vehicle MSRP less $4,500 Dealer Discount, and $500 Ford Retail Bonus
Customer Cash with no eligibility restrictions. Select New 2022 Ford Explorer $5,000 off MSRP is vehicle MSRP less $4,000 Dealer Discount and $1,000 Ford Golf Bonus Cash with no
eligibility restrictions. MSRPs vary. Ford Retail Customer Cash is not compatible with any Special Manufacturer APR/Rate incentives. Offer excludes any optional dealer added items (995
Maintenance for Life Elite, $499 Tint, $159 Nitro Tires, $99 Door Edge Guards) tax, title, license and $499 doc fee. Offer expires 5/31/2023. Image for illustration purposes only.
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