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CHUCK HILL (front)
organized and led last
year’s ride as it started
on Esperanza Boulevard.
JOHN WEAKLY | SPECIAL TO THE GREEN VALLEY NEWS

THE RIDE
CONTINUES
Bicyclists
l returning ffor Ride
d off Silence
l
By Christopher Boan

WANT TO RIDE?

cboan@gvnews.com

The 10th annual Ride of Si-

T

en years ago, Green Valley
lence launches from the East Cenresident Chuck Hill and the
ter in Green Valley on Wednesday
members of the Santa Cruz
at 6 p.m. Interested bicyclists are
Valley Bicycle Advocacy
Committee wanted to comencouraged to arrive by 5:30 p.m.
memorate their two-wheeled brethren
for the seven-mile ride. Entrants
injured or killed in accidents.
are required to wear a helmet. AdThe group started an annual rite of
mission is free.
passage for local bikers each May with
the Ride of Silence, a seven-mile, slowpaced bike ride that starts at the East
Center in Green Valley.
GREEN VALLEY NEWS PHOTO
The Ride of Silence is a worldwide
THE RIDE OF SILENCE got started in 2013 under the I-19 overpass on Esperanza
event begun in 2003 in Dallas after LarBoulevard. This year’s ride will begin May 20 at 6 p.m at the East Center.
ry Schwartz was killed when his bicycle
collided with a school bus.
The Green Valley Ride of Silence is one
of 315 events in 22 countries on all seven
continents. Last year’s event drew a record
number of participants locally and was dedicated to Sahuarita resident Albert Rich,
who was killed in a bike accident in Tucson.
The first Green Valley ride was dedicated to Jean Gorman’s son, who passed
away in a bike accident while training
for El Tour de Tucson.
Hill said the annual ride serves a definite educational purpose for drivers in
Southern Arizona.
“It’s just an additional way of letting
vehicle drivers know that we are there
and that we deserve respect,” Hill said.
“The overall purpose of the Ride of
JOHN WEAKLY | SPECIAL TO THE GREEN VALLEY NEWS
Silence is to raise that awareness about
ABOVE: The cyclists make their way
sharing the road with bicyclists.”

down Abrego Drive during last year’s
Ride of Silence.

Special anniversary
Hill said he hopes the annual ride has
helped raise awareness of bicyclists on
the roadways of Pima County.

RIGHT: The cyclists pedal along
Abrego Drive on the last leg of the
2014 ride.

SEE RIDE OF SILENCE, PAGE B6

JOHN WEAKLY | SPECIAL TO THE GREEN VALLEY NEWS

Thinking about a special day
O

K, here’s the thing. I
kinda think we men
need an annual national holiday honoring
the female persons in our
households and no, the
missus did not coerce me
into doing this.
When it comes to our
spouses, co-vivants, life
partners or significant
others, I ask ... what would
we do without those special helpmates who, for
instance, graciously satisfy our palates with seven-course meals featuring
pot roast, fried chicken,
corned beef and cabbage
and good stuff like that
instead of a seven-course
meal of a pepperoni pizza
and a six pack if we had to
fend for ourselves?
I think it would be nice
if we set aside a day once
a year to make a special
effort to show our appreciation for all those things

As I
See It
FLOYD PARKER

they do to make our lives
pleasurable. Can I get a big
AMEN to that?
We have Mother’s Day in
May and Father’s Day in
June, and that’s good. On
Mother’s Day, my two boys
always treated their mother
to a lavish meal at a fancy
restaurant. On Father’s
Day, I usually got a wallet.
I didn’t complain, though,
because they came with a
picture of a movie star in
one of the inserts.
The wallet they gave me
on Father’s Day in 1979
has long been worn out,
but I still have the picture
of Brigitte Bardot tucked

away in the wallet my missus gave me two years ago
on the anniversary of our
wedding. I appreciated the
wallet … after all, it’s the
thought that counts … but I
figured it would have been
somewhat more romantic
if she’d booked a Caribbean cruise and paid for it
with her own credit card.
It seems only fair that
we pay homage to our ladies with their special day
because woman has been
solicitous to man ever since
the time Eve presented Adam with a ripe apple she’d
just plucked from the tree
in her garden. King Henry
VIII’s devoted second wife,
Anne Boleyn, purportedly
exclaimed, “Henry, I left
your supper warming in
the oven” just before they
chopped off her head. And
who could forget Mary Todd
Lincoln’s solicitous words
to her husband: “You’ve

been working awfully hard
lately, Abe; why don’t you
take some time off and go
to the theater?”
What about when Elizabeth Custer waved to her
husband as he rode off,
headed west leading the 7th
Cavalry, and said, “When
you get to the Little Big
Horn, George, don’t forget
to write and tell me how
your day is going?” Was
that a wife’s concern for her
husband or what? And let’s
not forget when Josephine
Hoffa kissed her husband,
Jimmy, on the cheek and
told him, “Have a nice day”
the last time he left home to
go to the office.
Now don’t get me wrong.
I’m well aware that throughout history men have shown
due consideration for their
ladies. For instance, Mr. Noah telling Mrs. Noah, “Cash
in the flood insurance policy if this thing doesn’t float

and buy yourself a nice chalet on a mountain top somewhere.” And what about
the 1836 letter Davy Crockett sent his wife, Elizabeth,
from the Alamo Mission, inviting her to come on down:
“There’s a whole bunch of
Mexicans headed this way
and I know how much you
like Mexican food.”
Over the years I’ve
lear ned from a few sad
experiences that there are
certain gifts men should
not give their spouses
on any occasion, like a
George Foreman indoor/
outdoor grill on her birthday. That and a Craftsman
127-piece chrome socket
wrench set.
Wanting to do something really nice for the
missus, I recently presented her with a Rosetta
Stone Spanish language
tutorial, thinking she’d
like to impress the wait-

ress at a Mexican restaurant by asking, “Puedo
tener algunas mas patatas
fritas y salsa, por favor?”
which to us savants who
think we are sufficiently
proficient in the language
because we are able to correctly pronounce “huevos
rancheros,” means “May I
have some more chips and
salsa, please?”
So maybe you’ll agree
that our ladies are ones we
should treasure, that their
value is more than all the
world’s treasures. That we
should always appreciate
their commitment to us,
and not take for granted
what they’ve given us.
Most importantly, I think
we should treasure each
day with them as if it were
the last.
Thank you, Judy.
Opine if you wish to
floydjudy1@cox.net
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Gaslight’s ‘Robin Hood’ fun-filled romp
obin Hood is back in
Sherwood Forest, fighting wrongs, taking from
the rich and giving to the poor,
and basically being a fearless
hero in tights.
Visit him, along with his
Merry Men (none other than
Will Scarlet and Little John)
and the fair Maid Marian,
roaming the Sherwood Forest in Nottingham, England.
It’s all magically recreated on
stage by scenic designer Tom
Benson in Gaslight Theatre’s
upbeat new musical, “The Adventures of Robin Hood,” or
“It Sherwood be Fun.”
Mike Yarema is this show’s
Robin Hood and one of the
most established stars at Tucson’s Gaslight Theatre, with
16 years of performances to
his acting resume. We have
watched him for years and his
enormous talent fits the role
perfectly. And, yes, during the
show he dons a pair of sunglasses and gets out his harmonica. What fun.
Will Scarlet (Jacob Brown)
and Little John ( Brian Hale)
played sidekicks to Robin
Hood with gusto.
One of the show’s opening

By Regina Ford and Roberta Konen
numbers, “Rockin’ Robin,”
lends itself to rockin’ in the
aisles and (spoiler alert) Robin and his men regale the audience with their rendition of
“Men in Tights,” one of the hit
numbers from director Mel
Brook’s 1993 musical film parody of Robin Hood, and just as
funny as the original.
Maid Marian (Janée Page)
eventually joins Robin on
his quest to save the English
throne for the absent King
Richard the Lionhearted. Page
is a glorious singer, actress and
dancer — a real triple threat.
And then there’s the bad
guys.
David Orley is Wormwood,
a servant in cahoots with the
Sheriff of Nottingham, an evil
official played by Todd Thompson. Orley’s facial expressions
and vocal changes enhance his
oger-like character, although
he’s more like a lovable Shrek.
Thompson is a tongue-andcheek kind of villain with a
smarmy, but forgivable nature.

FROM LEFT: Janée Page, Erin Thompson, Dave Orley as Wormwood,
Brian Hale, Heather Stricker and Todd Thompson are part of the zany
cast in Gaslight Theatre’s “The Adventures of Robin Hood.”
(All he has to do is smile and
his bad boy image fades.) We
have been privileged to watch
him over the years as he honed
his craft and has grown so very
much as an actor and singer.
Other talented Gaslight regulars in “Robin Hood” include
Erin Thompson as Fiona, the
humble peasant lass; Heather
Stricker as the wicked countess, and a new face to Gaslight,
Christopher Younggren as Sir
Guy of Gisbourne.

Younggren brings years of
experience to his role. He is
an actor, singer, director and
playwright as well as having
been a teacher for the past 25
years. And, boy, does his experience show. He has a solid
English accent and you can
picture him right back in merry olde England. Although he
portrays a “bad guy,” you still
want to have tea and crumpets
with him. We are definitely
looking forward to seeing

RIDE OF SILENCE

ACROSS THE VALLEY
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Festival Kino
celebration
Tumacácori National Historical Park
joins the state of Sonora, Mexico in celebrating the life and
missions of Father
Eusebio Francisco
Kino as part of the
Mexican state’s annual Festival Kino.
In its fourth year in
Arizona, the Kino Festival has been an annual event in Sonora
since 1967. Beginning
in Magdalena on the
first anniversary of
the discovery of Father Kino’s remains,
the event has grown

to include all of northern Sonora, plus three
historic sites in southern Arizona: Mission
San José de Tumacácori, the Tubac Presidio, and Mission San
Xavier del Bac.
Tumacácori will
host a lecture followed
by a program of music inside the historic
mission church on
Saturday, May 23. At
1 p.m., speaker Rene
Córdoba will present
a journey through the
culinary, historic and
geographic diversity
found in the favorite
Mexican dish, posole.
At 2 p.m., classical
guitarist Avelino Vega

will present a concert
of popular traditional
songs from Mexico
and Latin America,
and re gional songs
from Sonora.
The celebration is
included with regular
park admission. For
more infor mation,
call Tumacácori National Historical Park
at 520-377-5060 or visit
the park’s website, at
nps.gov.tuma.
The annual Festival
Kino runs throughout
nor ther n Sonora on
May 20-24. For more information, visit the Sonoran Institute of Culture website at isc.gob.
mx/festivalkino.php.

“The publicity the event’s
received has helped drivers
be aware of who we are and
what we’re doing. We’ve
had great community support each year,” Hill said.
According to the Tucson
bicycle crash database, the
number of bicycle-involved
crashes in 2011 was 378 —
down from 454 in 2010.
Matt Zoll, manager of
the Pima County Bike and
Pedestrian Program, which
oversees bicycle safety
courses in Pima County,
said gauging bicycle safety
is a tough task.
“I think (the Ride of Silence) has had a positive
impact,” Zoll said. “It’s a
bit difficult to measure the

LOCALLY
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Sell It, Trade It or Recycle It with Connie!
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Superior medical care, right in your neighborhood

off wash and fold
or dry cleaning

one coupon per customer, not to be used with any other offer
expiration date 5/31/15, must present coupon

101 S. La Canada Dr. Ste 29

(on the west side of the Green Valley
Village to the West of Ragazzi Restaurant.)
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Regina Ford | 547-9740
Roberta Konen has a B.A. in
theatre arts from Emerson College,
Boston, Mass. She has also acted
and directed for more than 35 years.

clists going forward.
“I think things are pretty
positive as a whole in Pima
County,” he said. “I think we
can certainly make things
better, but we’re definitely
on the right track.”

numbers because we’ve
seen an increase in the
number of bikers in Pima
County, and though the
number of crashes might
go up, the number of people
biking has as well.”
Zoll believes the county is
heading in the right direction, thanks to programs
like the Ride of Silence.
“I think if we look at the
last decade, (bicycling) has
gotten much safer,” Zoll
said. “We have a lot more
bike lanes than we did a decade ago, which helps a lot.”
Zoll estimates that more
than 100 miles of bike lanes
have been added in Pima
County, and he believes the
driver and bicyclist education programs the county
offers have helped lower
the risk as well.
He added that the annual
bike ride brings much-needed attention to the risks associated with bicycling.
“I think (the Ride of Silence) brings people back
to the reality that you always have to be cautious
on our streets and roadways as bikers or drivers,”
Zoll said. “It gives us time
to reflect on loved ones who
passed because of these accidents. If we can see both
bikers and drivers being
more aware of each other
than that will make a positive impact over time.”
Zoll said events like
the Ride of Silence can
only help bolster bicy-

Special rides
Because of the emotion
around the loss of Rich,
Hill said last year’s ride was
probably the most memorable one he’s experienced in
the 10 years he has helped
organize the event.
Hill said the ride was
special because Rich’s
family members and
friends came from Tucson
and Sahuarita to memorialize their fallen friend.
“It was really great to
see his family and friends
come out for it,” Hill recalls. “That was probably
the highlight of all the
rides I’ve been on.”
Hill thanked the community for its continued
support of the annual
ride, saying its help and
involvement makes it all
worthwhile.
“It’s neat to see a whole
bunch of people show up
and ride in it, and it’s pretty
heartwarming to see the
support that we get from the
community, too,” Hill said.
“They really enjoy doing it
and enjoy helping us, and
we couldn’t be more thankful for their support.”
Christopher Boan | 547-9747
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Turning 65 and MEDICARE ELIGIBLE?”
I will help you find the RIGHT plan.
CALL NOW FOR A FREE CONSULTATION.
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(520) 310-0660
Prestige Assisted Living at Green Valley

At Prestige Assisted Living at Green Valley
you CAN have peace of mind!
Featuring Licensed Expressions Memory Care, Green Valley oﬀers a
wide variety of comprehensive services in a warm, comfortable and
supportive environment. In addition, our internationally
acclaimed dementia program features knowing and
using a resident’s life story and incorporates daily
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call (520)730-9485
or email us at
GreenValleyMarketing@
prestigecare.com

MAY 21ST 5-8PM ON THE PATIO
MUSIC WITH ANGEL PEREZ

Prestige Assisted Living
at Green Valley
1175 S Abrego Drive
Green Valley, AZ 85614
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ALSO PYING WEDNESDAYS IN JUNE

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
520.393.1933

Kris Hanson
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Don’t sell your gold to a stranger in a hotel
room! In fact, don’t do anything with a
stranger in a hotel room.
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more and more of him.
The Olio — Gaslight’s show
after the show — was their
own recreation of American
Bandstand. Perfor ming as
The Big Bopper, attired in a
leopard-print jacket with red
satin cuffs, David Orley moved
to his rock ‘n’ roll rhythm as
only David can do. Mike Yarema and Jacob Brown brought
back memories as The Everly
Brothers, Todd Thompson
was Roy Orbison — he really
was — and Janée Page belted
out “It’s My Party,” a hit made
famous by Lesley Gore. Page
nailed it.
“The Adventures of Robin
Hood,” written and directed
by Peter Van Slyke, with musical direction by Linda Ackermann, runs through June 7 at
the Gaslight Theatre, 7010 E.
Broadway Blvd., Tucson. Call
520-886-9428 for ticket information and reservations or visit:
thegaslighttheatre.com

Theater Review
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