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By Tim Hull

Green Valley News

A movement is under way
by local hikers and mountain
bikers to protect from future
development hundreds of
acres of State Trust Land tra-
versed by dozens of trails, an
area they’re calling the West
Desert Preserve.

Organizers of the grass-
roots campaign say the land,
to the west of Green Valley
proper between several resi-
dential neighborhoods and
the Phelps Dodge Sierrita
Mine’s property, provides an
important buffer from the
mine while at the same time
being a kind of ready-made
public park and natural area
for a region sorely lacking in
such amenities.

Though it’s difficult to find a
group or official who doesn’t
support the effort, the fact that
the area is designated as State
Trust Land complicates mat-
ters.

In Arizona, State Trust
Land is set aside to be sold by
the State Land Department to
the highest bidder, with the
proceeds going to support the
public schools.

The highest bidder in most
cases is usually a developer,
with conservation groups far
down on the list of serious
contenders.

Still, the plan has a whole
host of supporters, said Bill
Adamson, co-chairman of the
newly named Santa Cruz Val-
ley Bicycle Advocate Commit-
tee. Formerly the GVCCC’s
Bicycle and Pedestrian Com-
mittee, the group changed its

name this week to project a
more regional, inclusive mis-
sion, Adamson said.

It was the GVCCC commit-
tee that first proposed the
campaign to protect the West
Desert, and since then organ-
izers have managed to bring

the Green Valley Recreation
board of directors into the
fold, as well as Pima County.

Adamson and others were
set to meet Friday with county
officials, who have expressed
interest in including the West
Desert trails in the county’s

master trail plan.
On Wednesday, the GVR

board voted to support the ef-
fort by writing letters to state
officials and legislators—a
rare move, as the board  does-
n’t typically involve itself in
issues not expressly related to

the nonprofit leisure service
corporation.

“I think everybody sees not
only (the land’s) recreation
value but the chance to have a
buffer between us and the
mines,” Adamson said. “We
are getting overwhelming

support from the general pub-
lic, as Green Valley doesn’t re-
ally have public parks and this
would be perfect.”

Ten homeowner associa-
tions border the West Desert

Grass-roots effort has strong local support 
Hikers and bikers looking to protect West Desert from future development

MARIO AGUILAR | GREEN VALLEY NEWS

BICYCLISTS (front to back)  Bill Adamson, Jim Jordan, Ralph Edwards and Chuck Hill ride through the territory
they want to protect.

THIS MAP shows the area local bicyclists and hikers want to designate
as the West Desert Preserve.

SEE PRESERVE, PAGE A2

By Tim Hull

Green Valley News

A new state statute that ex-
pands law enforcement pow-
ers to impound vehicles has
resulted since January in the
towing of more than 80 cars
and trucks in the Pima Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Green Valley dis-
trict.

That’s a huge increase over
the number of impound-
ments prior to the law, which
went into effect late last year,
officials said.

The law allows a deputy to
impound a vehicle for 30 days
if a driver has never been is-
sued a license in Arizona or
cannot produce evidence of a
license issued by another ju-
risdiction.

Also, it requires a deputy
to impound a vehicle if the
driver fails to provide proof
of insurance or other proof
of financial responsibility
and is driving on a suspend-
ed, revoked, or canceled li-
cense.

The measure additionally
requires deputies to im-
pound a vehicle if the driver
is arrested for extreme or ag-

gravated DUI or for underage
drinking.

“The law is removing the
opportunity to drive from
folks who are operating ille-
gally,” said Lt. L.T. Pratt,
head of the sheriff ’s Green
Valley district.

More work
“It does put more work on

our people,” Pratt added.
“We have to impound the ve-
hicle and inventory it, and
wait while it’s being towed
away, but it is the law and we
are prepared to enforce it.”

The vehicle owner is re-
sponsible for the towing and
storage charges (not more
that $15 a day).

A registered owner or their
spouse may request a hear-
ing within 10 days of the im-
poundment to challenge the
move, otherwise they’ll have
to wait 30 days to get their ve-
hicle back.

Santa Cruz Valley locals
who have their car impound-
ed will have to make a trip to
Tucson to get it back, as Tuc-
son-based Frontier Towing
has the towing contract with
the Sheriff ’s Department.
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New law means
deputies impound

more vehicles in GV

By Tim Hull 

Green Valley News 

Pima County Sheriff's De-
partment deputies stopped a
truck pulling a horse trailer
near Amado and discovered
more than a ton of marijua-
na hidden in the trailer,
which was also carrying two
horses.

The deputies were on
routine patrol along Ariva-
ca Road, a corridor known
as a popular smuggler's
route, Thursday around 4
p.m. when they attempted
to stop the rig for a traffic
infraction near Amado,
Sgt. Dave Valencia reported
Saturday.

The truck's driver didn't
stop right away, and when
the vehicle did come to a
stop, both the driver and a
passenger jumped out and
fled into the desert, Valen-

cia said.
A search of the rig re-

vealed 2,642 pounds of mar-
ijuana divided into 126 bails
hidden in the truck along
with two horses. The drugs
have a street value of ap-
proximately $1.3 million,
Valencia said.

The passenger of the ve-
hicle was eventually cap-
tured, but the driver man-
aged to get away. Deputies
arrested 57-year-old Jose
Urias, a Mexican national
in the United States legally,
Valencia said. Urias was
booked into the Pima Coun-
ty Jail on drug-smuggling
charges.

The horses were turned
over to the Humane Society
of Southern Arizona. The
Counter Narcotics Task
Force has taken over the in-
vestigation.
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Horse trailer packed with drugs caught near Amado

PHOTO BY KELLY PARDI

MORE THAN a ton of marijuana was discovered Thursday hidden in a
horse trailer carrying two horses.

By Jim Lamb

Green Valley News

TUCSON—With just a shake
of her head “no,” Gov. Janet
Napolitano Friday rejected a
request that she run for pres-
ident.

The governor was fielding
questions about problems of
the elderly and how to address

them when an
audience
member took
a microphone
and said, “We
need you here,
but the coun-
try needs you
more. Would
you run for
president?”

Many in the audience of

more than 300 laughed and
applauded.

At a workshop about aging
issues, the governor ex-
pressed a need for urgency in
dealing with the problems of
growing old.

“By 2020, one of every four
Arizonans will be over 60,”
she said. That’s not too far
away, she said.

“We need to look at how

they can remain in their own
homes and how they can get
around,” she said, referring
to the elderly.

And she said, “We need to
look at persons living at
home and how to have serv-
ices come to them, rather
than having them go out for
the services.”

Governor focuses on urgency of dealing with aging

SEE GOVERNOR, PAGE A2

Gov. Napolitano
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By Jim Lamb

Green Valley News

It may soon be against the law
to feed most wildlife in parts of
Arizona, and animal experts
say that is long overdue.

Elissa Ostergaard, a state
Game and Fish urban wildlife
specialist, said feeding wildlife
is a good way to invite trouble.

“There was a case in the
Phoenix area a few years back
where coyotes actually came in-
to a house and dragged a toddler
outside,” she said Friday.

The child survived OK, Oster-
gaard said.

State Sen. Toni Hellon of Tuc-
son has sponsored a bill, SB
1438, to forbid the feeding of
wildlife, with some exceptions,
in Maricopa and Pima counties.

The bill passed the state Sen-
ate on a voice vote Thursday. Ap-
proval on a roll-call vote will

send it to the House.
Hellon said sometimes resi-

dents feed wildlife, like javelina,
because they think the animals
are fun to watch.

“They think it’s cute to see
coyotes, javelina and bobcats,”
she said.

But the more contact wild an-
imals have with humans, the
less they fear them.

Soon animals may start ex-
pecting a daily handout and
may get hostile if it’s not on
time or there’s not enough.

Feeding emboldens
Ostergaard said feeding ani-

mals emboldens them and soon
“they start hanging around, get-
ting into everybody’s flower
beds and attacking dogs.”

The Senate bill would forbid
wildlife feeding only in urban
Pima and Maricopa counties.
Some rural senators said
wildlife feeding isn’t a problem

in their districts.
The feeding ban applies to

mountain lions, deer, javelina,
bobcats, rabbits, foxes, coyotes
and ground squirrels.

Exempt are birds and tree
squirrels, so residents don’t
have to worry about their bird
feeders.

In the long run, feeding
wildlife is more harmful than
helpful, Ostergaard said.

“You’re not doing them a fa-
vor in the long run,” she said.

Animals who have become
bold eating human handouts
may have to be relocated or
killed, she said.

Hellon said two years ago,
Game and Fish approached her
about sponsoring such a bill fol-
lowing the sighting of moun-
tain lions in Sabino Canyon, a
recreation place near densely
populated Tucson.

The mountain lions apparent-
ly came into the area looking for
javelina that persons had been
feeding.

In Hellon’s bill, the maximum
penalty for illegally feeding
wildlife would be $300.

Although Green Valley is an
urban area, wildlife is often
seen here. Local photos of bob-
cats, javelina and coyotes have
appeared in the Green Valley
News.

Bobcats and coyotes are more
solitary animals, while javeli-
nas usually travel in packs of
about a dozen.

Javelina is Spanish for
javelin or spear. The name
comes from their sharp tusks.

Javelina are sometimes
called musk hog because of the
scent they emit.

And although some refer to a
javelina as a pig, it is a collared
peccary and there’s no relation
to the more common pig.

jlamb@gvnews.com | 547-9749

One of the things Arizona
state government has done to
help this growing population is
to create a division of services
for the elderly in the Depart-
ment of Economic Security.

She said the state is also
helping the almost 600,000 vet-
erans who live here, saying
the state plans to build a sec-
ond veterans’ home at Tucson.

There’s also state help for
older workers seeking jobs to
connect with employers.

She said employers are of-
ten happy to hire retirement-
aged “workers who know how
to show up on time.”

That line also elicited
laughter.

She talked several times

about education and said it is
one of the state’s most impor-
tant roles. She also ranked
help for the elderly as one of
the state’s important jobs.

Health care for the elderly
is a pressing need, she said.

“Fifty million Americans
don’t have health care. That’s
nuts,” she said.

There were about 30 Tuc-
son, Pima County and Ari-
zona agencies represented at
the workshop. Most were
handing out literature and
were collecting names and ad-
dresses.

They represented the
County Health Department,
public nurses, the state Utili-
ty Consumer Office, the li-
brary system and, among oth-
ers, grandparents who are

raising grandchildren.
Eileen Caito of Kinship

and Adoption Resource and
Education Center, K.A.R.E,
said that in Tucson there are
almost 5,000 grandparents
raising their grandchildren.

A K.A.R.E support group
meets at the Joyner-Green
Valley Library at 10:30 a.m.
the third Thursday of the
month.

Also at the workshop was
the Pima Council on Aging.
Staff members were helping
attendees sign up for the com-
plex new Medicare D, drug
program.

Pima Council on Aging has
held several Medicare D ses-
sions in Green Valley.
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Preserve, with access points
within short walking, biking,
and driving distances from
many others. At least two of
those adjacent HOAs have al-
ready pledged to support the
preservation effort, Adamson
said,

The GVR Hiking Club has
long been scheduling hikes in
the area and regularly cleans
it, said club President Patty
Greimann.

The trails traversing the
area vary in length and diffi-
culty, and comprise power
line roads, ranching roads,
and single-track hiking and
mountain biking trails,
Adamson said.

The group has already
mapped the area using Global

Positioning System technolo-
gy, he said, and a hike last week
meant to showcase the area
drew more than 20 people.

Even with all this support,
the group knows it’s not going
to be easy to protect the land,
especially in this era of rapid
residential growth and devel-
opment.

Perhaps their best chance
of competing for a say in the
use of the state land lies in a
proposed voter initiative for
which the Tucson-based
Sonoran Institute and dozens
of other like-minded groups
are currently collecting sig-
natures, with eyes on the next
general election.

The initiative would re-
form the way state land is bid
on and purchased, said Diana
Rhoades, outreach specialist

with the Sonoran Institute.
Changes that would specifi-

cally help with the West
Desert campaign include a
plan to set aside 59 special ar-
eas  in the state that wouldn’t
have to go to auction.

“About half of those areas
would have to be purchased by
cities, counties or land trusts,
but they wouldn’t have  to
compete with developers for
ownership,” Rhoades said.

The initiative would also
set up a seven-member board
of trustees so that the people
would have a say in who gets
to purchase State Trust Land.

“Currently, there’s one per-
son in charge of that, and Ari-
zona is the only state in which
that’s the case,” Rhoades said.
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PRESERVE: Hikers, bikers strive to save desert

GOVERNOR: Focuses on dealing with aging

FROM PAGE A1 Scam artists are again tar-
geting Green Valley, this time
under the guise of the Publish-
er’s Clearing House, the Pima
County Sheriff ’s Department
reported.

A deputy took a fraud report
from an 83-year-old citizen  re-
cently who said he’d been con-
tacted by telephone and in-
formed he’d won $500,000 from
the Publisher’s Clearing
House.

The caller said a check
would arrive soon at the man’s
home, and that he should ob-
tain a money order for $4,500 to
complete the transaction.

The victim asked the caller
if the event would be publi-
cized through the media (pre-
sumably with Ed McMahon

arriving at his doorstep with
an oversized check), to which
the caller said no, adding that
Publisher’s Clearing House
no longer advertised its win-
ners due to the possibility of
fraud.

Figuring that the call was
nothing more than a scam, the
83-year-old notified the Pima
County  Sheriff ’s Department.

Made a plan
A plan was made for the vic-

tim to allow the caller to make
contact again, this time in per-
son at the victim’s home. A
deputy would be waiting near-
by to intervene if the suspect
arrived.

Before the scheduled visit,
however, the victim received a

phone call asking for the re-
ceipt number from the money
order.

When the 83-year-old said he
didn’t have a receipt, the caller
quickly hung up the phone and
did not call again.

“The Sheriff ’s Department
applauds the victim in this case
for his recognition of apparent
fraud,” said  spokeswoman
Deputy Dawn Barkman in a
news release Wednesday.

“If citizens of Pima County
continue to enlist the assis-
tance of law enforcement when
faced with fraudulent attempts,
we will continue to have a sig-
nificant impact on these types
of crimes,” she said.
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Green Valley man foils sweepstakes scam

Senate tentatively prohibits wildlife feeding
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