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Grant project may
spur kids to walk,
ride bikes to school
By Tim Hull
Green Valley News
One of the most recognizable changes in American
childhood over the last 30
years is the drop in the number of kids walking or riding
bikes to school.
In the 1970s and 1980s it
was common to see groups of
kids walking to school or riding bicycles, and the old long
steel racks on campuses were
crowded full with chained-up
BMX bikes and 10-speeds.
Now the common sight is
car-pools, with students
packed into behemoth SUVs,
waiting fidgety in the back
seat as their parents inch
through the drop-off line; or
else they ride the big yellow
bus, often spending an hour
or more going to and from
school even when they live
relatively close.
For several years now the
federal government has been
working with state and local
officials to stop this trend,
seeing the change in school
transportation norms as one
of the many causes of the upswing in childhood obesity
and lethargy.
Recently, the Santa Cruz
Valley Bicycle Advocate

Committee was awarded a
$445,501 grant to bring this effort to the Continental School
District through the construction of a pedestrian walkway
and bicycle lane along White
House Canyon Road.
Construction on the project is expected to be complete
by 2007, according to Jim Jordan, a member of the advocate committee who worked
on the grant proposal.
As it is now there aren’t
any students walking or biking to Continental, and Superintendent Ken Brown
said the district discourages
it for safety’s sake.
White House Canyon Road
is a busy route, being the only way in and out of the popular Madera Canyon Recreation area. And though the
speed limit near the school is
35 mph, often cars speed by at
50 mph or more.
“ We don’t really allow anybody to walk,” Brown said.
“We have a bus seat for every
child, including those from
Madera Reserve, which is only about a half-mile away.”
The project could change
all that. The plan includes
1.6- mile bicycle lanes on both
sides of the White House
Canyon Road and a 0.8-mile
shared-use pathway meant to

connect the school campus
with the two nearest residential subdivisions and with
the Continental Community
Center.
Brown, who said he remembers walking to school
in the snow while growing up
in upper Michigan, added
that the school has already
promised to supply bike
racks for students once the
project is complete.

Misconceptions
Why have kids stopped
walking or riding bikes to
school?
According to Jordan, it has
partly to do with a generational change in parenting
techniques.
“This generation right
now is so much more protective than ours was,” he said.
“The word bike lane didn’t
even exist when I was growing up; it’s just a whole different philosophy today.
“The downside to all the
protection, however, is that
kids are always in the car or
with their video games and
not getting exercise, and they
are also missing the camaraderie of walking or biking
with other kids,” he added.
SEE GRANT, PAGE A2

SUPERVISORS MAKE IT OFFICIAL
PHOTO BY AL CRAWFORD

The air up there
Winter visitor Sue Crosley gave a friend an 80th birthday ride in her hot air balloon over Green Valley Monday
morning. Crosley has been a crew and pilot on balloons for some 26 years. Local photographer Al Crawford, a
member of the GVR Camera Club, was on hand to capture the action.

Great Old Broads For Wilderness
coming to Tumacacori Highlands
By Tim Hull
Green Valley News
The Great Old Broads are
headed to the Santa Cruz
Valley.
Don’t worry, they’re not a
disaffected, all-female motorcycle gang, and they are
not an ironic rock band.
Rather, they’re the Great
Old Broads For Wilderness,
a 3,000-member strong nature advocacy group based
in Colorado—most of them
women of a certain age.
“What we are all about is
using the voices and passion of older people, men
and women, to protect and
increase dedicated wilderness areas,” explained the
group’s 60-year-old program director, Veronica
Egan, during a phone inter-

view Monday from the
group’s Durango headquarters.
Perhaps the group’s Web
site explains it best: “Great
Old Broads bring a unique
perspective, and some wellearned wrinkles, to the
wilderness effort. As lifelong nurturers and caregivers, the Great Old
Broads’ approach is one of
perseverance and determination, rather than militancy.”
As older women, mothers
and grandmothers, the
members have a certain
built-in moral authority,
Egan said.
“We like to think seven
generations
ahead—the
long view,” she said. “And
we have an advantage in
that we can march into a
senator’s office and kind of
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shake our fingers.”
It’s never easy to say no to
your grandma.
Founded in 1989 to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Wilderness Act,
the group now has a nationwide membership, including about 160 members in
Arizona, said Program Director Rose Chilcoat, a former national park ranger
who at just 47 is considered
a “Broad-in-training.”
Beginning today, Egan,
Chilcoat and dozens of other Broads will be in the Santa Cruz Valley to learn
about and draw attention to
the effort to designate portions of the Tumacacori
Highlands west of Tubac as
a wilderness area.
Though legislation to
SEE GROUP, PAGE A2
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No development on No.9
hole at Canoa course
By Jim Lamb
Green Valley News
TUCSON—Pima County supervisors undid a bit of business Tuesday that now
should give permanent protection to the No. 9 hole at
Canoa Ranch Golf Club.
Two weeks ago, the Board
of Supervisors approved an
agreement designed to scuttle plans for a small commer-

cial development at the
northeast corner of Camino
del Sol and Canoa Ranch
Road.
But when they acted March
21, they actually approved a
change to the county’s comprehensive plan that could
have led to such development.
With no comment, the supervisors voted Tuesday to
“leave the current land use
plan designation of low intensity urban” for the proper-

ty, parts of blocks 12 and 14.
Many nearby property
owners had protested the
original plan, saying hole No.
9, sometimes called No. 18,
was the course’s “signature”
hole.
Fairfield Properties is developing Canoa Ranch in
south Green Valley.
Ultimately, about 2,200 residences could be built there.
jlamb@gvnews.com | 547-9749

Smuggler vehicle crashes off White
House Canyon Road early Sunday
By Tim Hull
Green Valley News
Pima County Sheriff ’s
deputies were involved in
another car chase early
Sunday morning, one of
many smuggling-related incidents occurring around
Green Valley in recent
months.
Just after midnight Sun-

day, deputies observed two
suspected smuggling vehicles traveling together near
Continental
Road
and
Abrego Drive, according to
a preliminary report on the
incident.
The deputies split up, and
one followed the first vehicle until it drove into the
desert near Milepost 2 on
White House Canyon Road.
After about a quarter of a
mile of fleeing cross-coun-

try, the vehicle got stuck in a
ravine and its passengers
scattered.
Investigators
found 20 backpacks in the
vehicle thought to belong to
illegal migrants.
One
passenger
was
caught and turned over to
the U.S. Border Patrol.
The other vehicle was
stopped and both vehicles
were impounded.
thull@gvnews.com | 547-9732
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Youth Violence Protection: Time for
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GRANT: May spur walking, bike riding to school
FROM PAGE A1

Expert Bra
Fittings By
Appointment
FREE with purchase

MOST BRAS
$20-$46
All Ages • All Sizes • AA-H, I & J

9 out of 10 women wear
the wrong size bra!!
393-1236 • 1451 S. La Cañada, #8

Freddie Mac Notes

6.05

%*
Yield to
Maturity

Next Call 4/20/09 @ 100.00
Final Maturity 4/20/21
❙ Freddie Mac (Federal Home
Loan Mortgage Corporation)
is a government-sponsored
enterprise
❙ Semiannual income checks
❙ AAA/Aaa rated by Standard &
Poor's and Moody's
* Yield effective 3/31/06, subject to availability and price change. Yield and market
value may fluctuate if sold prior to maturity, and the amount received from the sale
of these securities may be less than the
amount originally invested. Freddie Mac
notes are not guaranteed by and are not
debts or obligations of the United States
or any federal agency or instrumentality
other than Freddie Mac, nor are they FDIC
insured. Freddie Mac reserves the right to
redeem prior to maturity. These notes are
not suitable for all investors.

Call or stop by today.

Warren (Skip)
Breither

625-4655
210 W. Continental Rd.
Suite 146 in northwest
corner Continental
Shopping Plaza

Rick
Keagy

But studies done by the federal Centers For Disease Control
and Prevention suggest that it
isn’t as dangerous for kids to get
to school on their own as some
parents might think.
In 1969, the CDC reports, 87
percent of students who lived
within a mile of their school
used so-called “active transportation” to get their (walking
or riding a bike); by 2001, that
number had dropped to 63 percent.
Parents in the study reported
traffic danger and fear of crime
as two of the primary reasons
for the sharp decline; however,
the numbers don’t justify such
fears.
For example, in 1973 the report rate of violent crimes
against children aged 12 to 19
was 80 cases per 1,000 children,
according to the Bureau of Justice Statistics. In 2003, the rate
had dropped to about 50 per
1,000 children.

Drop in traffic deaths
The number of traffic deaths
among youths aged 5 to 15 has also dropped during the last 30
years, even though traffic on the
roads has increased greatly

over the same period.
Locally, however, there’s more
to think about, said Heather
Wunder, current president of
the Continental School ParentTeacher Committee.
She said that even with the
new bike and pedestrian lanes,
she would be wary of kids walking alone along White House
Canyon.
“I definitely don’t think it
hurts to promote more activity
among children,“ the young
mother of a kindergartner said,
“but I’m a little bit concerned
because we often see groups of
illegals coming down that
road.”
Wunder suggested that perhaps parents could volunteer to
walk with groups of kids to
school, providing an extra layer
of safety.
“This will probably be more
of an issue as the areas around
the school become more developed,” Wunder added.
Continental currently has
about 325 students, but the nonage-restricted neighborhoods
within the district are expected
to grow in the coming years.
Right now there are about 300
non-age-restricted homes in the
White House Canyon area, with
another 100 planned. School of-

ficials expect a large increase in
the number of families in the
area in the next decade.

Regional effort
Schools all over Pima County
and the nation are getting involved in the new movement for
“active transportation,” said
Matt Zoll, Pima County’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Program
manager.
“It’s becoming very popular
in the region,” he said, explaining that so far his program has
received some $2.5 million in
federal funds for a variety of related elementary and middle
school projects in just the last
two and half years.
And it’s not just about health
and exercise, Zoll said.
“It’s multi-faceted: It’s about
healthier kids, but also about
helping them see that there are
more ways to get around and
helping to promote independent thinking,” he said.
“Plus, if kids learn traffic
rules related to pedestrians and
bicyclists much earlier then
they are now,” he added, “especially middle school kids, we
hope they become better drivers.”
thull@gvnews.com | 547-9732

GROUP: Coming to Tumacacori Highlands
FROM PAGE A1
that effect has yet to be introduced in Congress, (Rep. Raul
Grijalva, D-Ariz., has said he
plans to do so) groups like the
Sky Island Alliance and the
Center For Biological Diversity have been attempting to
drum up local support for the
designation for nearly two
years.
The Broads were invited to
the area by the Sky Island Alliance, Chilcoat said.
The group will set up camp
in the Highlands this Friday

and will receive a series of
guests and speakers who will
educate attendees about the
area and the continuing efforts to set it aside as wilderness, which would ban cars,
mountain bikes, road-building
and other activities in the vast
scrub and grassland, home to
rare flora and fauna including
the famed and elusive borderland jaguar.
“This is what we call a
‘Broad
Walk,’
explained
Chilcoat. “The purpose is to
engage our membership and
recruit new interested mem-

bers, and to learn about a place
that is threatened.
“By getting our members
there on the ground and experiencing the area, they will be
able to speak first person
about why it needs protecting.”
The Broads will also finish a
service project while they’re
here, helping the U.S. Forest
Service repair fences, and will
go on several hikes in the region, Chilcoat said.
thull@gvnews.com | 547-9732

648-5450

101 S. La Cañada Dr.
Suite 28 in
southwest corner
of courtyard
Green Valley Mall

Horseback riders find skeletal remains

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Equestrians riding in the
desert near Green Valley Monday morning discovered human skeletal remains in a
wash, the Pima County Sheriff ’s Department reported.
The horseback riders were

about four miles southwest of
the Canoa exit on Interstate
19 when they found the remains.
Investigators went to the remote area and took photographs, and then turned the re-
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Derived from close Quarter Combat and Counter Terrorism courses taught to the
U.S. Special Forces, Fightback offers women an alternative in proven, practical
techniques that will save
lives.
Fightback is a fun, factfilled, hands-on approach to
self-defense. Taught by Jennifer Adkins, this class is designed to teach all the basic
skills necessary to protect
yourself, your children,
loved ones and friends. Basic self-defense is a necessary skill, one that hopefully
you will never have to use.
Fightback is the most comprehensive class that is offered. Conventional Martial
arts usually take years of
practice, and many times
will not work on the street,
they are designed for sport.

The police are responsible
for upholding the law, and
sometimes the law comes before your personal safety. A
law can not be enforced until
it is broken, and then it is too
late. In this class you will be
given many tools that you
can use to help you survive.
This Fightback will be
held on April 23 from 10 a.m.
until 7 p.m. at the Lohse YMCA at 60 W. Alameda St. The
fee is $40 for this one day, allinclusive course that includes a one-hour break for
lunch. There is a $10 discount for family members or
for groups of three or more.
There is limited space, preregistration is requested.
Please bring loose-fitting
clothing, an open mind, and
a determined spirit.
For more information contact Yael Grauer at 791-0164.
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Experience the Difference.

Artists Colony of Tubac and
Tubac Golf Resort

Now in the Continental Professional Plaza • 648-1721
STATION AVAILABLE FOR RENT

RICARDO SILVA, JR. D.D.S.

Psychic Sister’s Gift Shop
Featuring
Tarot and Palm Readings
Aromatherapy-Therapeutic
Essential Oils

Sell Your House
For As Little As 2%
Mobile: 520.271.8296
Email: bob85614@yahoo.com

Course helps arm women against attack

hair dryer that makes your hair shine.

General and Cosmetic Dentistry
call for details

day of the trip, standing for
hours in long lines outside in
the heat and occasionally
rain,” said Port Director
James Tong.
“Last year at this time, we
saw an increase of 50 percent or more in both vehicle
and pedestrian traffic, and
an increase of up to 1,000
permits per day.”
As the busiest land border
port in Arizona, with an average of 10,000 vehicles and
20,000 pedestrians entering
the United States daily, the
Nogales port of entry is
heavily affected by increased holiday traffic and I94 processing.
“We will be providing extra staffing and resources to
assist travelers,” said Tong,
“but also encourage everyone to plan ahead to help
both themselves avoid long
waits and to assist our officers in providing quick,
quality service to the travelers.”
Officials on both sides of
the border have also agreed
to extend the hours of operation at the Mariposa port of
entry as needed to alleviate
vehicle traffic during the
heaviest times.

Now offering the new

“In Green Valley Weekly”

4429 N.Campbell Ave.

thull@gvnews.com | 547-9732

Mexican border crossing
card (or “laser visa”) holders
who plan to make an extended visit to the United States
during the Easter holiday
season are urged to apply for
their I-94 early to avoid the
expected lines and delays at
the Nogales port of entry.
Travelers seeking I-94 documents at the Nogales port
of entry may apply any time,
but are encouraged to apply
early to avoid the rush during the days surrounding
the holiday. The essential
permit, which costs $6, allows visitors to travel farther than 25 miles from the
border and to stay up to six
months in the United States.
Due to the large holiday
demand and lack of parking
at the port of entry, travelers
are advised to take into consideration the option of
walking into the U.S. to obtain their I-94 prior to their
planned trip, as well as locations to park in both Mexico
and the United States.
All traveling family members need to be present during the I-94 application
process.
“In the past, travelers applied for their permits on the

Ultimate Image

Old Indian Items
&
Old Western Paintings

Michael D. Higgins & Son Since 1972

mains over to the office of the
medical examiner.
The identity, sex, and ethnicity of the skeleton are unknown.

Easter holiday travelers
urged to apply early
for I-94 documents

Unique Affordable Gifts

01152 631 312-5225

Toll Free: 1-866-426-4139

281 Obregon Avenue
Nogales, Sonora, Mexico

Selected
Crystals
Now Available
Green Valley Mall
Suite 30C

Hand Crafted Jewelry

520-393-1299

Fragrance Oils and Incense-Oil
and Incense Burners

Debbie Nordstrom,
Proprietor

psychicksister@netzero.net • www.psychicsister.com

Put a Cap on Air Pollution
A leaky gas cap can lose up to 2 gallons
of gasoline a month.
MARCH
Dinner Specials after 5 pm
Mondays
All-You-Can-Eat Shrimp
Tuesdays
Steak Ranchero
Wednesdays
Italian Night
Thursdays
Beef Burgandy over
Buttered Egg Noodles
Fridays
Fish and Chips
Saturdays
Pork Tenderloin with
Apple Chutney
Sundays
after 12 Noon
Baked Half Chicken

Faulty Gas Cap? FREE Voucher...
Leaking gas caps cost you money and pollute the air.
Get your gas cap checked for FREE. If your cap is
leaking, you will receive a FREE gas cap voucher,
worth up to $10 (while supplies last).

Date

Green Valley Location

April 8th
8am-Noon

Valley Presbyterian Church
2800 S. Camino del Sol

Being held in conjunction with Pima County's Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event.
Look for the signs directing you to the Gas Cap Replacement Program's canopy.

Questions? Contact:
Pima County Environmental Quality Gas Cap Replacement Program

(520) 740-3353
Funded by the Gila River Indian Community

